Department of Corporate and Community Services

Deputy Chief Executive: Caroline Innes BSc (Hons)

Council Headquarters, Eastwood Park, Giffnock, East Renfrewshire, G46 6UG
Phone: 0141 577 3000 Fax: 0141 577 3834

Website: www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk

Date: 5 November 2021
When calling please ask for: Jennifer Graham and John Burke, 0141 577 3016
E-mail: jennifer.graham@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk; john.burke@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk

TO: Councillors A. Lafferty (Chair), C. Merrick (Vice Chair), Provost J. Fletcher, and
Councillors C. Bamforth, T. Buchanan, D. Devlin, C Gilbert, J. McLean, and G. Wallace;
Dr F. Angell, Ms D. Graham, Ms M Mclintyre and Mr D Morris.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Education Committee will be held on Thursday, 11 November 2021 at
10.00am.

The agenda of business is as listed below.

CAROLINE INNES

C INNES
DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Please note this is a virtual meeting.

AGENDA

1. Apologies for Absence.

2. Declarations of Interest.

3. Education Reform Consultation — Report by Director of Education (copy

attached, pages 3 - 6).

4, SQA Results 2020/21 — Presentation.

For information on how to access the virtual meeting please email
jennifer.graham@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk and john.burke@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk

A recording of the meeting will also be available following the meeting on the Council’s
YouTube Channel https://www.youtube.com/user/eastrenfrewshire/videos



http://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/
mailto:jennifer.graham@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk
mailto:john.burke@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk
mailto:jennifer.graham@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk
mailto:john.burke@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk
https://www.youtube.com/user/eastrenfrewshire/videos
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This document can be explained to you in other languages and can be provided in
alternative formats such as large print and Braille. For further information, please
contact Customer First on 0141 577 3001 or e-mail
customerservices@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk



mailto:customerservices@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk

3 AGENDA ITEM No. 3

EAST RENFREWSHIRE COUNCIL

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

11 November 2021

Report by Director of Education

EDUCATION REFORM CONSULTATION

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1. To seek approval from Education Committee for the proposed approach and
timescales to responding to the Scottish Government’s Education Reform Consultation.

RECOMMENDATIONS
2. Education Committee is asked to:
a. Note the Education Reform Consultation;
b. Note that changes to Scotland’s national education agencies is likely to have significant

implications for education in East Renfrewshire;

c. Agree to the establishment of short life working group compromising Councillors
Lafferty, Buchanan and Wallace to agree the East Renfrewshire response prior to
submission; and,

d. Agree that the final submission be submitted for homologation to the next Education
Committee meeting on 3 February 2022.

BACKGROUND

3. The OECD recently published two reports on aspects of Scottish education. The first,
Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence: Into the Future was published in June 2021. This report
highlighted the impact of Curriculum for Excellence in terms of quality and equity in Scottish
schooling but also commented on areas where further change or development could add value
to ongoing educational improvement.

4. In response to the OECD report, the Scottish Government accepted all the
recommendations and took the decision that the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) would
be replaced and that the functions of Education Scotland would be reviewed with the removal
of the Inspectorate from its remit.

5. The second OECD report, Upper-Secondary Education Student Assessment in
Scotland: A Comparative Perspective was published in August 2021. This report complements
the first OECD report and sets out a number of possible ways in which improvements could
be made to align the curriculum and assessment in the senior phase.

6. Professor Ken Muir was asked to take forward the reform of SQA and Education
Scotland in his role as independent advisor to the Scottish Government. A key element of the
work being undertaken by Professor Muir is a consultation, designed to seek views of
stakeholders and inform the recommendations relating to the future shape of Scotland’s


https://www.oecd.org/education/scotland-s-curriculum-for-excellence-bf624417-en.htm
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/d8785ddf-en.pdf?expires=1634680868&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=7AE3DC95A18BF28E1731837396F1E427
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/d8785ddf-en.pdf?expires=1634680868&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=7AE3DC95A18BF28E1731837396F1E427

national education agencies. The process will conclude with an independent report by
Professor Muir to the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills in early 2022.
REPORT

7. The national Education Reform consultation was published on 30 September and runs
until 26 November 2021.

8. The consultation document and associated documentation informs stakeholders of the
current roles and responsibilities that Education Scotland and SQA have in Scottish education.

9. To enable the department to reflect the views of East Renfrewshire stakeholders a
number of forums will be held during the consultation period including:

Elected members and members of Education Committee;
Community Learning and Development;

Head Teachers;

Staff groups including representation from the LNCT;
Quality Improvement Officers; and,

Head Boys and Girls.

10. A meeting will be held with Parent Council Chairs, with a presentation outlining the
scope of the consultation. Parent Councils will be encouraged to respond and feedback from
this group incorporated in the East Renfrewshire response.

11. Views will be collated from the meetings held and used to form the response by East
Renfrewshire to the consultation.

12. As the next meeting of the committee will not be until after the consultation ends it is
proposed to establish a short term working group to consider the responses from stakeholders
as outlined above, and to finalise and submit a response on behalf of the Council. The
response would be submitted to the next meeting of the committee for homologation.
Membership of the working group would comprise of the Convener (Councillor Lafferty) Leader
of the Council (Councillor Buchanan) and Leader of the Conservative Group/Education
Spokesperson (Councillor Wallace).

CONSULTATION

13. The response will reflect the views of East Renfrewshire stakeholders and will focus
on four key areas:

Vision;

Curriculum and Assessment;

Roles and Responsibilities; and,

Replacing the SQA and reforming Education Scotland.

14. Professor Muir is engaging with and seeking feedback from a wide group of
stakeholders including ADES and COSLA.


https://www.gov.scot/publications/independent-review-education-scotland-scottish-qualification-authority-professor-kenneth-muir/documents/

FINANCIAL AND EFFICIENCY IMPLICATIONS

15. There are no financial implications relating to this paper

RECOMMENDATIONS
16. Education Committee is asked to:

Note the Education Reform Consultation;

Note that changes to Scotland’s national education agencies is likely to have significant

implications for education in East Renfrewshire;

c. Agree to the establishment of short life working group compromising Councillors
Lafferty, Buchanan and Wallace to agree the East Renfrewshire response prior to
submission; and,

d. Agree that the final submission be submitted for homologation to the next Education

Committee meeting on 3 February 2022.

oo

Mark Ratter

Director of Education
11 November 2021

Convener Contact Details
Councillor, Alan Lafferty, Convener for Education and Equalities Tel: 07812214366

Report Author

Mark Ratter, Director of Education
Tel: 0141 577 8635
Mark.Ratter@eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk

Background Papers
Education Scotland and the SQA: Consultation
https://www.gov.scot/publications/independent-review-education-scotland-scottish-qualification-authority-professor-kenneth-

muir/documents/
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